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UNCLAS STATE 144230 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TGEN 

SUBJECT: TWERLE BALLOON ELIGHTS EROM CHRISTCHURCH, NEW 
ZEALAND 

1 . THE NATIONAL SCIENTIEIC BALLOON EACILITY OE NCAR, A PRI- 
VATE CONTRACTOR ON A PROJECT EUNDED BY THE NATIONAL SCIENCE 
EOUNDATION (NSE), PLANS TO CONDUCT A SERIES OE 3 BALLOON 
ELIGHTS EROM CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND IN JULY 1977. 

2. THE BALLOONS ARE DESIGNED EOR THE SCIENTIEIC MEASURE- 
MENT OE WINDS, PRIMARILY EAST- WEST. THEY WILL ELY AT AN 
ALTITUDE OE 28KM. ESTIMATED ELIGHT DURATIONS ARE ONE TO 
THREE MONTHS. A MAGNETIC CUT-DOWN DEVISE IS INCORPORATED 
TO INSURE THAT THE BALLOONS DO NOT TRANSIT TO LATITUDES 
HIGHER THAN 9 DEGREES NORTH. A PRESSURE CUT-DOWN DEVICE 

IS ALSO INCORPORATED TO TERMINATE THE ELIGHT IF THE BALLOON 
ALTITUDE DECREASES TO 65,000 FT. 

3. IN ADDITION TO WIND MEASUREMENT, THE BALLOONS WILL 
MEASURE AMBIENT X-RAYS, COSMIC RAY lONIZATIONRATE AND OZONE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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LAYER IN THE STRATOSPHERE. 

4. THE BALLOONS ARE MOST LIKELY TO PASS OVER CHILE, AR- 
GENTINA, BRAZIL, URUGUAY, SOUTH AFRICA, AUSTRALIA AND NEW 

ZEALAND HOWEVER BECAUSE THE UPPER LEVEL WINDS AT THIS TIME 
OF YEAR ARE VARIABLE, ANY ADDRESSEE MAY BE PASSED OVER. 

5. ADDRESSEE POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO NOTIFY HOST GOVERN- 
MENTS OF THIS PROGRAM AND POSSIBLE PASSAGE OF BALLOONS. 
FOLLOWING DRAFT NOTE MAY BE USED OR MODIFIED AS APPRO- 
PRIATE. 

6. THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA REFERS TO 
THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE NATIONAL 
SCIENCE FOUNDATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE 
NEW ZEALAND METEOROLOGY SERVICE, SIGNED MAY 28, 1976 AND 
AUGUST 2, 1976 TO CONTINUE JOINTLY THE TESTING OF A CON- 
STANT LEVEL BALLOON SYSTEM FOR METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 
IN THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE TO OBTAIN MORE EXPERIENCE FROM 
THE GLOBAL HORIZONTAL SOUNDING TECHNIQUE PROGRAM (PROJECT 
GHOST). THE EMBASSY WISHES TO INFORM THE MINISTRY OF 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS THAT FOFLOWING ARRANGEMENTS RECENTLY 
REACHED BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
AUSTRALIA, AN ADDITIONAL THREE CONSTANT LEVEL BALLOONS ARE 
SCHEDULED TO BE LAUNCHED FROM CHRISTCHURCH DURING MONTH 
OF JULY 77. THESE FLIGHTS WILL INVESTIGATE THE EASTERLY 
WIND REGIME OF THE UPPER STRATOSPHERE OF THE SOUTHERN 
HEMISPHERE. THEY WILL TRAVEL FROM EAST TO WEST AND SHOULD 
FOLLOW A COURSE SOMEWHAT SOUTH OF THE EQUATOR. THE PAY- 
LOADS OF THESE FLIGHTS WILL NOT EXCEED 28,000 GRAMS AND 
FLIGHT ALTITUDES WILL BE 28KM. THE BALLOONS, WHICH ARE 
21.3 METERS IN DIAMETER, WILL BE LAUNCHED UNDER CONDI- 
TIONS CONSIDERED TO ENSURE SAFETY TO AIR OPERATIONS. THE 
PAYLOADS AND BALLOONS ARE NOT CONSIDERED TO PRESENT A 
HAZARD FOR AIRCRAFT. THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES 
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INFORMS THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS THAT IT WOULD 
WELCOME THE CONTINUED COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF IN THIS MATTER. VANCE 
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SANTIAGO SAN SALVADOR DTD 21 JUN 
QTE 

UNCLAS STATE 144230 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TGEN 

SUBJECT: TWERLE BALLOON FLIGHTS FROM CHRISTCHURCH, NEW 
ZEALAND 

1 . THE NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC BALLOON FACILITY OF NCAR, A PRI- 
VATE CONTRACTOR ON A PROJECT FUNDED BY THE NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION (NSF), PLANS TO CONDUCT A SERIES OF 3 BALLOON 
FLIGHTS FROM CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND IN JULY 1977. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 144230 

2. THE BALLOONS ARE DESIGNED FOR THE SCIENTIFIC MEASURE- 
MENT OF WINDS, PRIMARILY EAST- WEST. THEY WILL FLY AT AN 
ALTITUDE OF 28KM. ESTIMATED FLIGHT DURATIONS ARE ONE TO 
THREE MONTHS. A MAGNETIC CUT-DOWN DEVISE IS INCORPORATED 
TO INSURE THAT THE BALLOONS DO NOT TRANSIT TO LATITUDES 
HIGHER THAN 9 DEGREES NORTH. A PRESSURE CUT-DOWN DEVICE 

IS ALSO INCORPORATED TO TERMINATE THE FLIGHT IF THE BALLOON 
ALTITUDE DECREASES TO 65,000 FT. 

3. IN ADDITION TO WIND MEASUREMENT, THE BALLOONS WILL 
MEASURE AMBIENT X-RAYS, COSMIC RAY lONIZATIONRATE AND OZONE 
LAYER IN THE STRATOSPHERE. 

4. THE BALLOONS ARE MOST LIKELY TO PASS OVER CHILE, AR- 
GENTINA, BRAZIL, URUGUAY, SOUTH AFRICA, AUSTRALIA AND NEW 

ZEALAND HOWEVER BECAUSE THE UPPER LEVEL WINDS AT THIS TIME 
OF YEAR ARE VARIABLE, ANY ADDRESSEE MAY BE PASSED OVER. 

5. ADDRESSEE POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO NOTIFY HOST GOVERN- 
MENTS OF THIS PROGRAM AND POSSIBLE PASSAGE OF BALLOONS. 

FOLLOWING DRAFT NOTE MAY BE USED OR MODIFIED AS APPRO- 
PRIATE. 

6. THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA REFERS TO 
THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE NATIONAL 
SCIENCE FOUNDATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE 
NEW ZEALAND METEOROLOGY SERVICE, SIGNED MAY 28, 1976 AND 
AUGUST 2, 1976 TO CONTINUE JOINTLY THE TESTING OF A CON- 
STANT LEVEL BALLOON SYSTEM FOR METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 
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IN THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE TO OBTAIN MORE EXPERIENCE EROM 
THE GLOBAL HORIZONTAL SOUNDING TECHNIQUE PROGRAM (PROJECT 
GHOST). THE EMBASSY WISHES TO INEORM THE MINISTRY OE 
UNCLASSIEIED 

UNCLASSIEIED 
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EOREIGN AEEAIRS THAT HOLLOWING ARRANGEMENTS RECENTLY 
REACHED BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
AUSTRALIA, AN ADDITIONAL THREE CONSTANT LEVEL BALLOONS ARE 
SCHEDULED TO BE LAUNCHED EROM CHRISTCHURCH DURING MONTH 
OE JULY 77. THESE HEIGHTS WILL INVESTIGATE THE EASTERLY 
WIND REGIME OE THE UPPER STRATOSPHERE OF THE SOUTHERN 
HEMISPHERE. THEY WILL TRAVEL EROM EAST TO WEST AND SHOULD 
HOLLOW A COURSE SOMEWHAT SOUTH OE THE EQUATOR. THE PAY- 
LOADS OP THESE FLIGHTS WILL NOT EXCEED 28,000 GRAMS AND 
PLIGHT ALTITUDES WILL BE 28KM. THE BALLOONS, WHICH ARE 
21.3 METERS IN DIAMETER, WILL BE LAUNCHED UNDER CONDI- 
TIONS CONSIDERED TO ENSURE SAPETY TO AIR OPERATIONS. THE 
PAYLOADS AND BALLOONS ARE NOT CONSIDERED TO PRESENT A 
HAZARD POR AIRCRAFT. THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES 
INFORMS THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS THAT IT WOULD 
WELCOME THE CONTINUED COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF IN THIS MATTER. VANCE UNQTE 
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